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INTRODUCTION. 


I N the year 1889, when the late Sir A. Seshiah Sastri was the Dewan Regent of the State, 
the idea was first entertained of making a catalogue of objects of historical and 
archaeological interest found scattered in such profusion over the State and of preserving 
them. The late Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam, who was subsequently appointed 
as the Archaeologist of the State, was appointed to that task; He started his labours by 
preparing a list of these objects. Thirteen years later, i.e., in the year 1901, the Madras 
Government wanted the Darbar to preserve all such objects in the State as had an 
historical and archaeological interest. The Darbar accordingly undertook their preservation. 
Subsequently, in the year 1900, when the Darbar deputed the late Mr. S. Radhakrishna 
Aiyar for writing up the State Manual it was felt that a study of the inscriptions and the 
archaeological remains in the State was essential for the preparation of a satisfactory State 
Manual and accordingly Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar who had been first selected in 1889 for 
the preparation of the catalogue, was appointed as an assistant to Mr. S. Radhakrishna Aiyar 
in the year 1907 for the purpose of reading and copying the several inscriptions found in the 
State. He worked in this capacity for one year till April 1908 and copied some important 
inscriptions. The richness of the materials contained in the inscriptions copied by 
Mr. V. S. V aidyanatha Aiyar induced the Darbar to think seriously of creating an Archaeological 
department, and the late Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao, m.a., Bpigraphist of the Travancore State^ 
who was consulted in the matter, submitted a memorandum setting forth the advantages of 
creating an Archaeological department in the State and giving an idea of the probable annual 
cost of the department to the State. The State Manual officer, the late Mr. S. Radhakrishna 
Aiyar, submitted the transcripts prepared by Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar to the late 
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Venkayya, m.a., of the Madras Epigraphical department. The latter 
also advocated the creation of an Archaeological department for making inter alia a regular 
survey of all items of archaeological interest. The Darbar accordingly created an 
Archaeological department in 1910 Mid appointed Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam 
at its head. Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar was made to work under the supervision of 
Mr. S. Radhakrishna Aiyar, special officer for the preparation of the State Manual, and was 
first deputed to take up and complete the examination of all inscriptions in the State and 
also to undertake some excavations. By the end of June 1912, the field work consisting in 
the examination and taking fac-simile impressions of all inscriptions in the State was completed. 
The State Archaeologist was thereafter engaged in deciphering and making copies of the 
impressions taken and attending to the mounting of them. A year later, i.e., in August 191o ? 
the Darbar wanted to know whether the work so far done was satisfactory and what more 
remained to be done and consulted the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai 
Avl., C. I.B. That gentleman, after examining and expressing appreciation of the work so 
far done, suggested that all the 1,500 inscriptions that had been copied should be published 
with English translations and notes according to dynasties and as far as possible in 
chronological order. He was also pleased to promise such editorial help as lay in his power^ 
including an introduction to the work and chronological and historical comments on the 
inscriptions, should the necessary permission of the Madras Government be applied for and 
obtained by the Darbar. By the beginning of 1914 when almost all the fac-similes of the 
inscriptions had been copied in running hand and when the Darbar were considering the 
measures to be taken for translating, editing and publishing them, Dewan Bahadur Sir 
T. Desikachariar Kt. of Trichinopoly, who had made a name for his knowledge of South 
Indian Epigraphy and Numismatics, very kindly offered to take up the work of editing and 
publishing them, and at his suggestion a history graduate was also appointed as clerk to 



the Archaeologist on a salary of Rs. 50 per mensem mainly for the purpose of translating 
the inscriptions and assisting him in editing and publishing them. This establishment 
consisting of the Archaeologist, Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar on a pay of Rs. 60 per mensem, 
.a graduate clerk, Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar on Rs. 50 per mensem, and a peon on Rs. 7 
per mensem was made to work under the supervision and guidance of Dewan Bahadur Sir 
T. Desikachariar Kt. from 1st March 1915. 

2. The fac-similes and the connected records were then removed to Trichinopoly Mid 
Mr. N. P-Swaminatha Aiyar the clerk who was then a raw graduate, was given the necessary 
training in Sir T. Desikachariar’s library. 

3. When the work was entrusted to Sir T. Desikachariar, the fac-similes and the 
records were not to his expectations. The fac-similes both the deciphered and the unde¬ 
ciphered ones were then in sad confusion, some being so damaged by ravages of rats and 
white-ants, that any identification with regard to the places, dates, etc., seemed well nigh 
impossible. Some inscriptions were found registered twice,-in some cases under different 
villages. Some fac-similes were found - missing. The fair copies had not been neatly made. 
The first thing that Sir T. Desikachariar did was to get neat copies made under his 
directions of the transcripts and the lists maintained by Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar. The lists 
were re-written after making the entries in the last column relating to the’ description of the 
inscriptions full and accurate. Many fac-similes, which had not already been transcribed, were 
transcribed and incorporated in the lists. A list of the damaged and nfissing fac-similes were 
then ordered to be prepared, and both the Archaeologist and the clerk were directed to 
re-visit the villages concerned to correctly note the situations of the inscriptions copied and to 
take fresh fac-similes in regard to mutilated and missing ones. For five months from the third 
week of July 1916, they were touring on this work separately in order to finish it more 
quickly. The fac-similes newly taken were neatly pasted and arranged. All the transcripts 
on hand were then compared with the fac-similes and the necessary corrections made. In this 
process, some of the transcripts underwent many material corrections. The transcripts were 
then re-written and the lists of the inscriptions were again revised. Finally the lists were 
gone through by Sir T. Desikachariar personally, inscription by inscription, with the texts. 
All this naturally took a great deal of time. 

4. Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar had to be superannuated and retired on 1—6—1917 and 
Mr. N. P- Swaminatha Aiyar was appointed as the State Archaeologist in succession to him. 
He continued however to work under the supervision of Sir T. Desikachariar. At the 
request of Sir T. Desikachariar, the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillai, c. i. e , 
kindly undertook to supply the equivalent English dates for the dated inscriptions At his 
suggestion, the inscriptions copied were chronologically arranged according to dynasty, in 
order that the reader may.easily know the historical order of the events recorded. The lists 
had to be re-written accordingly and the texts of the inscriptions had to be re-arranged after 
the verified dates were supplied. The lists and transcripts which went through the press are 
those so finally prepared. As the printing had to be done in the State Press, the office was 
shifted back to Pudukkottai in August 1918. While the transcripts were in the Press, 
Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar was sent to Madras to study the method adopted in the Govern¬ 
ment Epigraphical department in the publication of inscriptions. The late Mr. Venkoba Rao, 
Archaeological Assistant Superintendent for Epigraphy, was kind enough to give him the 
necessary, instructions. The details to be inserted in publishing the transcr ipts in accordance 
with that me,tikod were not available in the Original transcripts. Hence the transcripts had 
to be compared again with the fac-similes with a view to these details being incorporated. 
As Mr. N. P. Swaminatha Aiyar received these instructions after the first thirty-two pages 
of the transcripts had been printed, the details referred to above will not be found so far as 
the first 32 pages of this publication are concerned. 


Ill 


The method adopted by the Government Epigraphical Department ln puMsHing 
■the volumes of the South Indian Inscriptions has been followed iii printing the ttatwcripts in 
this publication. Correct forms are given in the foot-notes, whereverir regular Orthography 
or evident mistakes of the writer or the engraver ate found.' Wherever possible the letters 
that ought to exist in the defaced portions are also given in the foot-notes. Superfluous 
letters are enclosed in round brackets ( ), indistinct letters in square brackets [ ], and letters 
conjecturally supplied in brackets with a star [:*]. Defaced portions are , marked by dots, 
each dot up to nine, indicating a defaced letter. Where the rmmjfopr ftl pf,-,daiaeed letters’ 
exceeds nine, ten dots are used, whether the total number of such lettersJ eS; ten or more 
than ten. 

Inscription Xo. I is a Brahmi inscription engraved on one of. the stone beds in the 
Sittanmvasal cavern. As it was pot decipherable intelligibly at the time when the publica¬ 
tion was in the press, copies of the zinoograph prepared in the Central Survey odice, Madras, 
from the inked estampage taken from the inscription were obtained and the zipcograph 
appears as the frontispiece to the publication. The old Tamil inscriptions engraved on the 
other stone beds in the same cavern also appear in the zincograph. 

- Inscription Ho. II is the Pal lava Grantha Inscription engraved on the hill by the side 
of the rock-cut shrine at Kudumiamalai. The text for the same was copied from the fac-simile 
with the aid of the text of the same appearing in Epigraphia Indica V ol. XII—Part V. 
The text as copied was compared direct with the original Inscription on the rook. While so 
•comparing) some of the dots and other marks which'were found engraved with some letters, 
but which were faint in the fac-simile have been supplied in the text. Hence, there are slight 
differences in the reading given in this publication and that given in the Epigraphia Indica 
Vol. XII—Part V. In the foot-note the respective readings at such places in the Epigraphia 
Indica are also given. ;■ ... r.^h-v: 

The proofs of some of the earlier transcripts were corrected in consultation with 
Kao Bahadur Dri S. Krishnaswaini Iyengar, m. a., Professor of Indian History and Archaeology 
in the University of Madras, and this consultation contributed its own share of delay in 
passing the proofs. The proofs for the lists were finally passed by Sir T. Desikachariar 
himself who had to attend to this self-imposed labour of love throughout in the midst of an 
otherwise busy career. A large number of transcripts had to be translated for preparing t'he 
descriptive volume which Sir T. Desikachariar has very kindly agreed to write and which it is 
hoped the State will be able to publish at bo distant date. 

5. Aided by the devoted arid voluntary services rendered by many honourary workers, 
prominent among whom are Sir T. Desikachariar and the late Mr. Swamikannu Pillai, the 
Darbar has at last been able to bring out in a single volume a complete list chronologically 
and dynastically arranged of the ancient inscriptions in the State and a companion volume 
contaitiing the transcripts of these inscriptions. The Darbar takes this opportunity to 
sincerely thank'the literal gentlemen mentioned in this introduction for their disinterested 
labours.' The Darbar’s debt of gratitude to Sir T. Desikachariar is great and it will * be all the 
greater when he brings his great scholarship to bear on the rare material entombed in these 
inscriptions arid brings' out his promised critically descriptive volume. 
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Stone inscriptions copied in the Puclukk»ttai State— cont. 



















n 



t TIi* date of the previous Kbvilnr inscription, 84th year, Ani, 8th, * l Mnghani'’ seems to be, almost certainly, Friday, 4th June, A. 1). 1367 (Ani 8th and “Alaglia”), although, for want of week day, that 
inscription has not been separately verified : Imt the ( present details are not. to lie found in the previous year, A. I). 1366. They are to be found however in the 40th year of the reign, Wedneiday 
24th May (—29 Vaikasi), A.TX 1374, on which day “ Visakha ” ended at -irJ. In another inscription of this reign we have a reference to its 44th year, so that an inscription in the 40th vear 
of this rei»n apart front the express reading of the text, is not apriori improbable. * 
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Slone inscription; copied in the Pudukkottai State— cont. 
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t Monday 9th March A.D. 1882 j this was 15th Pahgnni, not 15th Chittirai; and a day of AslSshn, not Pnshya ; the tithi and Naksliatra ended respectively at “15 and *51. The fignre‘782 
refers to the current Hijra or Muhammadan year 732, which began on October 4th A.D. 1331. The errors made in regard to Indian astronomical details are characteristic of the time, which was that of the 
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772 In the Siva temple at Visalur in the same taluk. ... . . Old Mutilated. Seems to record the provision made for lamps in the temple. 
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ya-SoniNvanniimJaivii-Kavanar <>i Kilaikurichchi. Mentions the attributes „f the above chief. 
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Oh the south wall of the same shrine ... ... ... Tamil. Registers a royal order addressed to the trustees of the temple of Tirnnalakkunramnclaiyar, annulling the tax called 

antaniyam amounting to 25 achrhv, collected from the trustees by Kahgeyaraya ; Kahgeyaraya figures here as the 
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1082 On tli# same wall ... ... ... ... ... Do. Gift of the door frame#, doors, etc. of the Akkira -martdapa by one Knnran Sahgandar of Kalai 







149 


©. 

-T3- C 

g, 2* 
•« 5 


£ Cj 

•3 

' 2 - § 

1 * 

•c8 C: 
> « 

I I 


5 1 

d * 

lea 5> 
T3 XI 

A i2 <0 

| 'S | 

s =5 2 

f « .8 


io" ’S» 


° / rz* 
fee £ 
■+»/ hh 


S3: -g 

IC s 

44 CL, 

J4 i 

■§ js 

S 19 

P S 

loj Cm 

s ® 

lea c: 

J£ IO 

ii d 

cm J5. 

c a 

S -o 

I J 5 

.2 ◄ 

^ T«S’. 

•c g 

s S 

P‘ p 

►» s* 

-9 LO 


I’ s 
1 A 


111 

g * “< 

J -a 


C5 O P 


o o 

P P 


a 

JS 

f 

5 

es 

«M 

£ 

>3 

as 

O 

i ** 

g 

fe 

eg 

/§ 

$ 

.8 

3 

os 

« 

P 

d 

1 o 

o 

c 

ft, 

r P 

P 

p 


9 ® 

J3 
■** 


O O P p o 


o o 
P P 


o o o 

p p p 


| 9 


a S 

-M 

S. .3 
3 S 

a- 

o *EL 

js ^ 


O ^ 

o o 

e a 

o cs 

a 5 

O o 


| t 


I 

es 

Oi 

| 

a 

g 

e 

S 

B 

8 

M 05 

X ^ 

2 05 


r5 * 

H S 

•M 

.s 


05 

-M 

o 

•s 

£ 

05 

.£ 

«s 

c 6 

05 

•B 

-M 

.£ 

?2 

0 8 
■§ _2 

•M 

09 

O 

O. 

1 

s *• 

■s « 
U 4S 

O O 4 

■M 

M 

O 

O. 

• 

"5 

'‘S 

£ 

'£ 

| 

05 

M 

»4 

C 8 

33 

£ «M 

-3 0 

O 

° S 

m 9 

O ** 

V 

O 

O 

a> 

t 

CM 

c 


*0 

*04 


Vi 

f* g 

V. 

£ 

S 

t; 

■ c 
e 

V. 

C3 

M 

ft* 

S 

5 

«M Z 

0 £ 

05 ■§ 

05 

-c 

O 

S « 

O 'eff 
H3 19 

05 

O 

a- 



O- 

’a. 

0 

a g 

0 ) 

J3 

05 


M 

CS 

fl 

cS 

e« 

a- 

ca 

© § 

JS 

•M 

O t, 

Cm 

a 

-M 

e 

a 

e 

a 

a 

a 

a 

« " 

1 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 


OO O 

CO CO CO 

o . vP © 

»-H \ rH »H 


CO !>• 

CO 00 

o o 


oo o> 

CO CO 

o o 


<M CO 

© o 


O CO 
•*< 

O O 



Stone inscriptions copied in the Pudukkottai State— cent. 





Stone inscriptions copied in the Pudukkottai State— coni. 


151 







Stone inscriptions copied in the Pudukkottai State— rmt. 


152 



1096 On a slab planted in the sluice of Ptriyakulam in the same village... Do. Records that it was the charity of Rehgakishna Muttuvfra Namanan Tondamanar. 

1097 On the north wall of the mmdapa in front of the rock-cut cave in Do. Records that the Povritaraiyan-mandapa and the ni[r]da-wia»dapa were constructed by a native of Vadatojuvfir in 

the Parvatagirisvara temple at Kunnandarkovil in the same taluk. Tenvayur. 

1098 On the second gopura (left of entrance) in the same temple ... Do. Records that the Kiittadumdevar ( Sabapati ) was the gift of a washerman and his wife. 

1099 On a pillar of the ardha-mandapa in the same temple ... ... Do. j Gift of the pillar by PiHantirundan, a native of Perumpuliyur. 
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1118 Near the Nandi-ma»rfa/>a in the Vajnramadisvara temple at Nixpalani Do. Engraved by the side of a trident; Records the consecration of the trident God. 

in the same taluk. 

JJ 1114 On the east wall of the central shrine in the ChblSsTara temple at Do. Records the construction of the window by one Periyanattu Minikkam, 

Parambur in the same taluk. 

1115 On the south wall (west of entrance) of the same shrine ... Do. A Tamil verse recording a gift of land by the vilalars of Parambaiyur. 









